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please re-download it out of the “class5” folder!!
•These slides have also been updated if you 

downloaded them before class.

•Some things need to be changed in the submit 
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record is on a new line, and entry related 
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′cmd′.  On a Mac, open the hard drive and search for 
′terminal′.  Inside the command/terminal window, you can 
check the perl version by typing: 

• perl  –v

•How can you change a script?
•Use a text editor, such as vim, syn, textwrangler (or any 

other Perl-aware editor)

The big picture…how scripting works
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•perl <script.pl>
•./<script.pl>

• requires you to enable execute permissions
•chmod (change file modes)
•chmod +x <script.pl>

• option can be [+-][rwx] or
•chmod 700 <script.pl>

• 3 digits between 0 (000b) and 7 (111b) 
representing binary indications of rwx for user, 
group everyone
• 700 => read, write and execute for only you, 

nothing else for anyone else
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• Perl′s motto: TIMTOWTDI "tim-too-dee" 
(there is more than one way to do it!)

• Scripts are generally interpreted line by line

• Correct syntax is crucial – as is correct logic

• Error messages are terse (not much information 
given) but they can still be helpful if you read them 
carefully

• Sometimes the line number in an error message 
reflects a line past the actual error – so you will want 
to check lines above the reported line number!!

Perl Scripting Tidbits
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• [service2][~]> which perl

• /usr/bin/perl

• The which command is useful in determining whether a program has 
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•  An alternative to the warnings module: strict
• use strict; 

• # The strict module or pragma requires all variables to be declared 

• # before they are used.  We'll learn more about variables next time,

• # but they are simply named storage spaces in memory.

• # Include the strict pragma if you want to write the cleanest code
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• The Perl print function and the \n newline character:
print "Hello, world.\n";

# To print a newline character, it must be enclosed in double quotes

• The Perl print function and arithmetic:
print "Six times nine is ",  6 * 9,  "\n";

# Notice that the calculation is NOT in double quotes

• Example:

Anatomy of a Perl script, part 2

#!/usr/local/bin/perl
use warnings;

print "Hello there!! \n";
print "Three plus nine is ", 3 + 9, "\n";
print "  and  3 + 9 * 4 is ", 3 + 9 * 4, "\n";
print " Good-bye... \n"; 18
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• Perl keywords are reserved for functions and flow control

• Examples of functions:
•    print "Hello, world.\n";

•    print "Absolute value of -3 ** 3 is: ", abs(-3 ** 3), "\n";

• Examples of flow control keywords:

• if  (condition is true) …

• while (condition is true) …

• We've seen the use of semi-colon as a statement terminator.  One case where 
it is NOT needed is at the end of a statement block.  Statement blocks are 
enclosed in curly braces  { }

• Example:

Keywords and statement blocks in Perl

if  (6 * 9  >  7 ** 2)  {

    print "Six times nine is more than seven squared! \n";

    print "In other words: ", 6 * 9, " > ", 7 ** 2, "\n"

}
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• Homework 2 includes a small perl assignment  
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